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PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


BY C. SEIDEL, MILITARY PHYSICIAN. 


[Translated from the “Archiv fiir die Homeopath. Heilkunst,” 
Vol. XIT. beginning at p. 140, fascie.] 


Arsenic. I have found this remedy very useful in many instances 
of autumnal diarrhea with the following symptoms: strong burning 
in the umbilical region, before and during the evacuations; thefstools 
very frequent, consisting of a small quantity of mucus; nausea; great 
desire for cold water; chills, with copious general perspirations; 
great anxiety, tossing about from place to place in bed; general 
prostration. . 

During the latter part of the last summer I had many cases of this 
kind, commencing in the latter hours of the night. The Arsenic 
operated very rapidly and always well. 

Avurum(gold.) With this remedy I cured a case of religious melan- 
choly, coming on after the commission of an offence against good 
morals. 

The patier 1 female, was afflicted with incessant anxiety of the 
mind, weepiv- , praying, anxious frightfulness; her menstruation 
was very painful; she was emaciated and weak, and had night sweats. 

It has also been of great service to me in the treatment of obstinate 
chronic obstructions of the nose in strumous children, particularly 
when the eye-lids were swollen and red, and “ styes” on them (hor- 


deoli) were frequent. 
18 





138 PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS, 


Baryta acetica (Acetate of Barytes.) 

I gave this remedy with very happy effects to an old man (of 77 
years,) who for six months had been suffering severely of gastric 
disease, insomuch that he had already one foot in the grave. His 
disease in all probability consisted in a disorganization of the [py- 
loric 2] orifice of the stomach. It was evidently of psoric origin; six 
years before he had had a desquamating eruption on the whole surface, 
which was suddenly repelled by external applications. Previous {to 
this he had been always well, but from that time an obstinate pulmona- 
ry affection made its appearance, which only gave way upon the oc- 
currence of a humid tetter, which came on the face about four years 
after the former eruption was repelled. So long as this latter eruption 
was left to nature, the patient was tolerably comfortable. But imme- 
diately upon the tetter being treated with lunar caustic, which removed 
it, he complained ofa griping pain in the stomach, which was followed 
by cramps in the stomach, burning in the stomach, gagging and vomit- 
ing of the food, general emaciation, swelling of the lower extremities, 
and constipation, which lasted from twelve to fourteen days at a time. 
The most heroic Allopathic treatment was resorted to in vain. After 
giving Nuz vomica, I gave one dose of Baryta acetica VI, which re- 
produced the tetter on the face and removed the most important symp- 
toms, so that in a few weeks, during which a dose of Sulphur, and 
one of Conium were given him, the patient could eat his customary 
quantity of food without any inconvenience, and had regular evacua- 
tions of the bowels. 

Betiaponna has proved itself very useful in my hands in many 
acute diseases, particularly in children, who, upon taking cold, were 
affected with catarrh, sore throat, strong evening fever, dry cough, hot 
dry skin, frequent thirst for cold water without drinking much at a 
time, peevish obstinacy, and rapid respiration during sleep. It has 
also been very useful in a peculiar throbbing (jumping) tooth-ache of 
pregnant females. I have used it with success in the menstrual 
troubles of young subjects which were attended by congestion _to the 
head and chest, in such cases it has been applied alternately with 
Pulsatilia. 

Brronia removed a severe congestion of the head and chest in a young 
lady of twenty-four years of age, which ensued upon deficient menstru- 
ation, and was combined with fluor albus of more than half a year’s 
standing. 
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Caammomitia.* With this remedy I have several times cured a 
convulsive condition of little children, which is combined with inflat- 
ed abdomen, diarrhea, with greenish and white hacked stools, and 
vomiting of sour liquids. 

Cina, was of great service in worm affections combined with even- 
ing chills, paleness of the face, peevishness, colics, involuntary dis- 
charges of urine, fetid eructations, vomiting, itching of the anus, 
restless sleep, and costiveness. 

Catcarea carBon. I have applied this remedy with good effects 
after Sulphur, to scrophulous children, particularly when the alvine 
evacuations were not suppressed; and also to females disposed to 
consumption whose menses were too strong, and appeared too early 
by a few days, at each period a fluor albus occupying the time be- 
tween the periods. 

CarBo ANéMALis removed a tumefaction of the axillary glands 
which existed in combination with a miliary eruption on the back, 
and inflammation of the eyelids. The patient was a single lady of 
middle age. 

Carso veceTaB. I applied this medicine with benefit against a case 
of gastric disease in a man (sixty years of age) of choleric tempera- 
ment, who formerly had worked chiefly in the open air, but of late 
had lived a very sedentary life. 

The chief symptoms were, a strong inflation of the belly; with 
great sense of fulness, insomuch that the patient felt as though the 
abdomen would burst at times, oppression of the breathing, flatulent 
eructations, water-brash, pressing headache, frequently sense of heat 
in the face, torpid bowels, no appetite, (which symptoms the slightest 
gratification increased or excited ;) and chilliness of the back, with 
hypochondrical spirits. 

ConiuM MACcULATUM, proved of great service to me in two cases of ma- 
lignant herpetic eruptions. The first case was of a young woman who 
had for several years had a humid tetter on the hands and fore-arms, 
which were the seat of pungent burning and biting sensations. Seve- 
ral Allopathic physicians had made fruitless attempts to remove this 
disease, and the Homeopathic treatment was fora long time un- 
availing, but the use of the Conium in the following mainer, had the 


* The matriearia cham, not the anthemis nobilis which is generally called Cham- 
momile in the American drug-shops.—Editors. 
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desired effect. I gave four doses of this remedy in the space of 
three weeks, of which the first was a drop of the pure tincture, the 
second a drop of the 6th dilution, the third, a drop of the 18th, and the 
fourth, a drop of the 24th dilution.* : 

The eruption was entirely removed in the course of six weeks; a 
year has elapsed since the cure was completed, and no trace of it has 
returned. 

The second case was of a young lady twenty-six years of age, other- 
wise in blooming health, who, from her childhood, had been afflicted with 
herpetic spots of the size of a hand on various parts of the body, which 
had resisted all the efforts of physicians and quacks. 

In this case I began at once with the Conium, but gave the four 
doses in fourteen days, instead of three weeks. The cure was perfect. 

Drosera, I have applied frequently, in cases of well-developed 
whooping cough. The results were however divided; I can adduce 
as many casesin which I have applied this medicine with success, 
as to the contrary. If in some few cases faults in diet disturb the 
operation of the remedy, yet this was not always the case, and a psoric 
malady was doubtless the chief reason why it did not produce the 
desired effect in all; but I was in no case obliged to resort to the 
anti-psorics. 

HELLEBORUS NIGER, produced a striking benefit in a well-established 
case of hydrothorax. The patient,a man of fifty-seven years, had lived 
in needy circumstances. The discharge of urine which had been nearly 
suppressed, was re-established by the Helleborus; and China, Bryonia, 
and Sepia, completely restored the health of a patient who had for a 
long time been treated in vain by Allopathists, and who seemed rather 
to belong to the dead than the living. 

LEDUM PALUSTRE, wrought the cure of a strong hemoptysis, in 
a cachectic young woman of choleric temperament. The attack (of 
which she had already had several, lasting always under Allopathic 
treatment, six, eight, and twelve weeks,) came on after a considerable 
mental excitement at the time of menstruation. Very great oppres- 
sion and rapidity of the respiration; the chest felt as if com- 
pressed or contracted, increased on moving or speaking; strong 
hollow-sounding cough, which affected the chest and head painfully, 


* A method which I have pursued with success in other chronic cutaneous dis- 
eases, and also, in the so-called local affections. 
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attended by a discharge of nearly pure light (arterial) blood, (she 
had discharged a pint in the half hour preceding my visit ;) raging, 
throbbing headache ; the face bloated, and changing often from pale 
to red; thick hearing, with strong noises in the ears; tickling in 
the trachea; sore pain behind the breast-bone; costiveness; feeling of 
distention in the upper part of the abdomen; edema of the legs and 
feet; when at rest, unpleasant feeling or drawiog sensations in the 
limbs ; strong sense of heat in the whole body, alternating with mode- 
rate sweats; rapid full pulse; general feeling of lassitude with de- 
jection of the spirits. I gave at first a single dose of Aconite, 
and after nine hours, a dose of Zedum. On the following day the 
blood spitting had entirely ceased, and after three days the patient 
was enabled to attend to her household affairs. I saw her occa 
sionally during a year following, in which time she had no new 
attack of her disease. 

Mercvrivs so.usitis. I have used this remedy many times with 
the best results in the treatment of Chancres, applying outwardly 
nothing but dry charpie. I used it in the 12th dilution, and repeated 
it every eight or ten days. 

Nox vomica, was always a chief remedy with me, particularly in 
those diseases which have their seat in the organs of digestion or in the 
nervous system. It was more especially efficacious in persons of a 
choleric, easily-excited temper, having red cheeks, black hair, and 
being easily affected by obstructions. Among the many and various 
cures which this remedy has effected in my hands, I will state only 
one: a case of “cramp in the stomach,” which occurred in a woman 
thirty-two years of age, subject to epilepsy. For the six months 
previous to the date of my attendance the epilepsy had taken the form 
of violent cramps in the stomach, the general spasms having ceased. 

After the administration of one dose of Nuz vom. the cramp in the 
stomach was immediately cured; and the woman who had lived 
eight years in childless marriage, very soon after conceived, and in 
due time bore ahealthy boy. She had none of her spasmodic suf- 
ferings again. 

In another case of epileptic disease this remedy produced great 
palliation of each attack, and at length narrowed it dowh to a cramp 
in the stomach, which was afierwards removed by other remedies. 

In general, the Nu appears to me to stand in close relation with 
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the nervous system, and particularly with the ganglionic nerves of the 
abdomen. ‘ 

PotsatitLa: I have always found this medicine indicated in dis- 
eases of females, and especially such as arise from suppression of the 
menses, in which I have often succeeded entirely without the use of 
any other remedy. It is most applicable to persons of the sanguine 
temperament: blue eyes, blond hair, delicate structure, and mild dis- 
position. Not less important is the Pulsatilla in diseases of the sero- 
mucous membranes. I have applied it with much success in inflam- 
mation of the eyes, with abundant discharge of tears and meibomian 
mucus, also in influenza, lung catarrhs, and similar affections in which 
there is an abundant discharge of mucus. 

In general, I stiould say, that Pulsatilla is indicated for the lym- 
phatic and venous system. 

PLaTiNna, was given with success in a case of strong compressive 
pain in the forehead, particularly in the root of the nose (glabella) 
with heat and redness of the face, weeping disquietude of the mind, 
during a too early and too copious menstruation. 

Siricea, has proved of great service in the treatment of diseases of 
the bones. I have cured several whitlows (paronychie) of a very 
bad character with it. In cases where the bone was already destroy- 
ed it seemed to hasten its separation, for on its use the sores became 
clean and healthful very rapidly. 

Suiruvr, I have used with the best results in the commencement 
of chronic diseases, and even in those which exhibited no psoric com- 
plication: I have also found it of great use in cases which had been 
previously treated by large Allopathic doses of this remedy.* 

Tuusa. Of three cases of venereal warts (sycosis) I cured two 
entirely by the exhibition of this remedy. The third case was very 
materially benefitted, but not entirely healed. This case was more 
than two years old, and perhaps had been very much complicated by the 
previous Allopathic treatment. The glans penis was two or three 
inches in diameter and had the form of a cauliflower; a stinking 
ichor was discharged from many points of the tumor; the urine was 
voided by drops and with great pain and burning. 

I gave three doses of Thu‘a ‘first X. and the other two 18,) in the 


* Our author further says, ne was no always successful in the cure of Itch by 
Sulphur alone. 
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course of six weeks, applying externally a wash consisting of ten 
drops of the tincture to two ounces of water. In this time, the glans 
penis returned so nearly to its natural state as to permit the prepuce 
to be drawn over it, the discharge of the urine was entirely relieved, 
and there remained only a few wart-like eminences at the orifice of the 
urethta. Owing toa change of my place of residence, I could not 
coutinue the cure, and the patient was obliged to subject himself again 
to Allopathic treatment, soon after which, I regret to hear, his disease 
began to renew its forces. The last I heard from this man, he was in 
a most wretched condition. 





HOMCOPATHIC TREATMENT OF INTERMITTENT FEVERS. 
BY FRANCIS HARTMAN, M.D. 


[Archives de la Médécine Homeopathique, 1834. ] 


INTERMITTENT fevers are comprised under that class of diseases 
against :which it is impossible to describe a perfectly certain mode of 
treatment, since it is not only necessary in establishing a correct 
choice of a Homeopathic remedy, to regard attentively the peculiari- 
ties of the disease itself, and its type and the characteristic circum- 
stances of cold, heat, perspiration, and thirst, but also to acquire most 
faithfully the skill of estimating the stage of apyrexia, which differs 
in every patient, and holds an inseparable connexion with his indi- 
viduality. It is scarcely possible, therefore, to select a remedy ap- 
propriate to combat an intermittent fever specifically, except at the 
bed-side of the patient. The developement of latent psora which 
frequently attends the invasion of this disease, and confers upon it an 
entirely new character, offers another cause which contributes to 
increase the uncertainty of the indication of Homeopathic medicines. 
It often happens that a variety of diseases assume an intermittent 
type, or accompany intermittents at their commencement, which 
renders it equally necessary to have recourse to the bed-side of the 
patient to ascertain the suitable remedy. Maugre these difficulties, 
I will offer the Homeopathic treatment of intermittent fevers resulting 
from others’ and my own experience, for the benefit of the débutant 
who may wish to select a course which will best enable him to treat 


these diseases with success. 
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The diagnosis of intermittent fevers depends upon the considera. 
tion of the paroxysm and intermission. These two conditions offer 
the only sign by which we can recognize an intermittent fever; for 
during its invasion, as well as apyrexia, it presents innumerable dif- 
ferences which will not permit an exhibition of the symptoms in all 
their ramifications. Thus we have witnessed fevers, the invasion of 
which was characterized by heat; others, when it was marked by cold, 
followed, or not followed by perspiration ; others, when the patient 
was cold to the touch, while experiencing a sensation of heat, or suf- 
fering from cold, when warm to the touch ; some, when the paroxysm 
consisted entirely of shivering or simple cold, succeeded by a healthy 
interval, and the following paroxysm presented heat alone, followed 
or not followed by perspiration; many, where the termination of the 
apyrexia of many hours after an attack of cold and heat, was succeeded 
by a second paroxysm of perspiration alone; and others, when no 
perspiration appeared, or presented itself alone without chills or heat, 
or appeared only during the heat, &c. Finally, the variations are 
interminable, principally in respect to aceessory symptoms, as pain in 
the head, bad taste in the mouth, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, deficient 
or increased thirst, pains in the body or extremities, drowsiness, deliri- 
um, disordered imagination, convulsions, &c, previous, during, and sub- 
sequent to the chills; previous, during, and subsequent to the heat; 
previous, during and subsequent to the perspiration. These are the 
different forms of intermittent fevers, each one of which must natu- 
rally require its peculiar treatment. The physician should also 
observe the period of apyrexia with care, especially when the parox- 
ysm itself offers nothing singular ; for the intermission in ordinary 
present morbid developements which are not generally noticed in the 
suite of an attack of intermittent fever. 

A very important rule in the treatment of intermittent fevers, re- 
quires the administration of a medicament soon after the termination 
of the paroxysm, a period at which it is most efficacious, from its 
affording ample time to modify the organism without producing any 
violent impression. But if the apyrexia isof very short dure ‘yn, as 
in some cases of very serious fevers, or if it is disturbed by the conse- 
cutive disorders of the previous paroxysms, the Homeopathic remedy 
should be given immediately as the perspiration appears to decline, or 
the accidental symptoms of the last attack seem to diminish. Another 
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equally important rule demands the repetition of the remedy some 
hours before the ensuing paroxysm. If the physician is not perfectly 
certain in respect to his selection, he should observe this attack, and 
immediately after repeat the remedy, which if it does not produce a 
favourable alteration, should be succeeded by a more suitable medicine 
selected with particular care. I must not fail to mention that it has 
been resommended in the cure of intermittent fevers to give some 
doses of Ipecacuanha, at regular intervals, and then to administer a 
dose of Nux vomica during ihe apyrexia which succeeded. 

Endemic intermittent fevers of marshy countries, the diet having 
been well regulated, yield readily and promptly to one or two small 
doses of the highest dilutions of Cinchona. Whenever this remedy 
is unsuccessful, it proves the existence of psora endeavouring to de- 
velop itself, and that the fever ean only be eured by a faithful anti-psoric 
treatment. 

Some Homeeopaths, among whom are Haubold and Miller, attack 
the violent invasion of intermittent fevers with one or more doses of 
Aconite, administered a few hours previous. ‘This method is worthy 
of attention, when we reflect that each accession of intermittent fever 
is a new attack of synochal fever, and that the best. remedy for this 
state is Aconite. 

Cinchona will only curethat form of intermittent fever which com- 
prises some of the following symptoms: absence of thirst during the 
shivering or chill, yet thirst between the chill and heat. However, 
the Cinchona is not a suitable remedy when there is thirst during the 
heat ; for at the extent of its indication here there should be nothing 
more than a slight warmth or dryness of the lips, which it may be 
necessary to moisten, without the existence of absolute thirst. If 
there is thirst after the heat or during the perspiration the Cinchona 
is perfectly apposite. When an intermittent commences with an 
accessory symptom, as, palpiiation of the heart, anxiety, frequent sneez- 
ing, excessive thirst, canine appetite, pressing pain in the lower part 
of the abdomen, or pain in the head, we can depend upon its yielding 
to a small dose of Cinehona. Also when there is distension of the 
veins, with simple warmth in the head, or increased general warmth, 
or a simple sensation of heat without sensible exterior heat, or, finally, 
actual external warmth. Ifthe blood determines to the head, ordina- 
rily, with redness and heat of the face and frequently with coldness 
19 
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of the remainder of the body, likewise appreciable to the touch, or if 
there is an internal sensation of heat with coldness of the cheeks and 
cold perspiration on the forehead the Cinchona is equally beneficial. 

Nuz vomica, of the thirtieth dilution, also Veratrum, Belladonna, 
and Cocculus, merit a consideration in all intermittent fevers attended 
with constipation. Although I have principally employed the Nux 
with advantage in tertian intermittents, I am not aware of any reason 
which should exclude it from the treatment of those having another 
type. Ifthe accessory symptoms or the accidental circumstances of 
‘he apyrexia correspond to the Nux, whatever may be the type, it 
cannot furnish a contra-indication to its employment. It is assuredly 
a most powerful agent of cure in complicated intermittent fevers, es- 
pecially where there is a predominance of a gastric or bilious state, 
but it is sometimes necessary to give a preference to Chamomilla, 
Antimonium crud. or Pulsatilla. 

Nuz vomica is certainly a remedy of the highest importance in the 
treatment of intermittents, denominated apoplectie which are attended 
with vertigo, anxiety, febrile shiverings, and a peculiar kind of deliri- 
um, consisting of vivid and sometimes frightful visions, with tension 
of the stomach and febrile and nervous adventitious symptoms. It 
also always manifests its efficacy in those fevers where, at the in- 
vasion of the paroxysm, the limbs seem paralyzed, with loss of power 
in the knees and legs, great lassitude, trembling, sudden prostretien of 
strength, syncope, vertigo, loss of senses, vertiginous heaviness of the 
head, as in a state of intoxication, disposition to lie down, difficult and 
anxious respiration, palpitation of the heart, fear of death, and heart- 
ache; immediately after, chilliness, succeeded by anxious heat, red- 
ness of the cheeks, with interior chilliness; sensation of heat in the 
face, with horr:- ‘lation over the remainder of the body; heat in the 
head, with coldness of the body ; burning in the eyes, without inflam- 
mation; drawing, pulsating, and lancinating head-ache, which in- 
creases by exercise and in the open air; loss of appetite; aversion to 
bread; bitter and acid eructations; nocturnal delirium; restless 
coma; raving delirium; burning ed itching miliary eruption, and 
a burning itching over the whole bh ty. 

Belladonna, in the treatment of intermittents, requires to be admin- 
istered with the same care as the Nux, since like that remedy its 
utility is more directly indicated by accidental concomitants than by 
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febrilesymptoms. As the Belladonna effects a cure of those maladies 
which recur in a periodical manner, it is evident that it should prove 
efficient in intermittent fevers, accompanied by painful symptoms 
which return by paroxysms, when the chill is very active, the heat 
sometimes attended with horripilations, the perspiration light, also the 
thirst, and the dryness of the mouth and throat alone inciting the pa: 
tient to make use of drinks. This medicament sometimes answers 
for quotidian intermittents, when the daily paroxysms are attended by 
violent head-aches, with vertigo, redness of the eyes, nausea, vomit- 
ing, several days’ constipation, shivering or horripilation, thirst, with- 
out excessive heat, the skin a little more warm than ordinary and 
the thirst moderate. 

Veratrum, of the twelth dilution, is indicated for intermittent fevers 
which are characterised by exterior cold, followed by interior heat 
only, with urine of a deep colour, and, principally, when there is a cold 
perspiration of the body, or, at least, of the foreheads 

Cina, of the thirtieth dilution, is a remedy which cannot be sur- 
passed in the treatment of intermittents which commence with vomit- 
ing of food, succeeded by a canine appetite, reappearing in quotidian 
paroxysms, ana accompanied by thirst during the chill. 

Pulsatilla, of the twelth dilution, has been used by me several 
times with success in intermittent fevers attended at the commence- 
ment of the chill with abundant mucous vomiting, when ‘the patient 
has but a slight thirst for drink during the heat and perspiration, but 
suffers, during the apyrexia, from mucous diarrhea stools, with 
constant prostration of strength and deficiency of appetite. 

Antimonium crudum, of the twelth dilution, produces remedial 
impressions similar those of Pulsatilla; but is principally distin- 
guished when the , ..piration appears and is suddenly dissipated by 
the subsequent heat which leaves the skin hot and dry. 

Coeculus, 12 or 18, cures such symptoms of intermittents as are 
analogous to its own developements, for example, obstinate constipa- 
tion, different forms of spasms and especially cramps of the stomach. 

Arsenic, however, in the highest dilution possible, is one of the 
most prominent agents of cure against intermittents. When the 
chills and fever are not distinctly developed, when they alternate, or 
commingle with each other, also, when the heat is burning, likewise 
disagreeable to the touch and attended by great agitation and almos 
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mextinguishable thirst, the Arsenic will exhibit its remedial efficiency. 
he Arsenic demands a preference-over all other remedies when the 
fever presents a form peculiarly characteristic of this remedy ; for 
example, when the pains or accidental symptoms already existing, 
but feebly developed, augment at the accession of the fever, or when 
they first appear and are succeeded by and unite with the fever, or 
when the fever is accompanied by symptoms which do not appertain 
fo it, as lively anxiety, buzzing in the ears, twitching in the limbs, 
syncope, &c. The Arsenic is not less efficient in those fevers where, 
immediately after the chill, an inclination to vomit or bitter taste in the 
mouth is observed; when the taste of aliments and drink is extin- 
guished, without a constant continuance of a bitter or disagreeable 
taste in the mouth, whieh will not again develope itself for some time, 
except while eating, or shortly ater; where vertigo, nausea, trembling 
and sudden prostra‘ion of strength are manifested to the highest ex- 
tent; where the patient drinks very frequently and a very little at a 
time ; where the perspiration does not supervene for some time after 
the heat, and also where it does not appear at all; and where sensation 
and motion is impaired, attended with insupportable pains and the 
highest degree of anxiety. 

A large proportion of the Homeopathic medicaments, proved upon 
persons in health, have produced conditions analagous to those of 
intermittent fevers, and consequently suffice for the cure of all their 
parallel symptoms. Such, among others, is Opium of the sixth di- 
lution, which is the appropriate remedy in soporose intermittents ; 
and Sabadilla 30, useful in those fevers which recur at a determinate 
hour, without advancing or receding, with a chill of short duration, 
succeeded by thirst, and then by heat, the thirst being intermediate ; or 
in those characterized simply by a chill. In general the Sabadilla 
appears to occupy a great sphere of action im intermittent fevers. 
Ignatia, 12 and 18, is especially suitable where the exterior heat 
causes a cessation of the febrile chill, or where there is heat in particu- 
lar parts of the body, and cold or shivering in others, and finally, 
where the heat is simply exterior and unaccompanied by thirst. It 
can also be employed in fevers with great advantage where the patient 
has thirst during the chill without experiencing it during the heat. 
Ifthe patient labours under a psoric affection, and the fever presents 
symptoms analagous to the developed effects of Carbo vegetabilis, 
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this remedy may be considered as a specific for the case. Tart. 
emet. is also indicated when a comatose state accompanies the ac- 
cession. In a similar state we may have recourse to Arnica, Rhus, 
Chamomilla, Spongia, Bryonia, Plumbum, and many others. But 
where a chronic malady is manifestly developed in consequence of a 
prolonged intermittent fever, and attends it, and renders it extremely 
obstinate, our prospect of cure must depend upon other remedies, 
among which I will cite Tinct. sulph., Natrum muriaticum, Lycopodium, 
Ammonium muriat., Calcarea carb., Carbo veget., Sepia, Hepar 
sulphuris, &c. 

I shal] next speak of intermittent fevers which have been changed 
by the abuse of Cinchona or Peruvian bark, suppressed by this agent, 
or complicated with symptoms which are peculiar to it. Thence 
arises a different morbid state which we shall designate under the 
name of Peruvian bark or Quinine malady, and which constitutes a 
particular kind of affection. 

The treatment of an intermittent fever thus complicated with Peru- 
vian bark symptoms, or, in preference as to title, of a Peruvian bark 
malady, for the primitive intermittent can scarcely offer any vestiges of 
its primitive purity, and cannot be combatted as such ; this treatment, I 
aver, demands the greatest circumspection on the part of the physi- 
cian, since, almost always, in a similar case, the latent morbific prin- 
ciples in the body have been excited to their developement, and are 
equally associated with the artificial Bark malady and primitive 
intermittent fever, thus giving origin to a triple complication. The 
principal indication for the cure of so difficult a malady always con- 
sists in destrceying, or at least in moderating, by appropriate agents, 
the accidental symptoms engendered by excessive and frequently 
repeated doses of Peruvian bark, that we may have directly before us 
a pure image of our intermittent. The best method is to have recourse 
to the known antidotes of Cinchona; yet we are not to anticipate that 
they will affect an entire disappearance of its accidental symptoms, 
since we can never establish a well-drawn line of demarcation be- 
tween the effects of Cinchona and those of Psora, which previously 
latent, now become developed. However our primary exertions must 
always be directed to the removal of the most prominent symptoms 
ereated by the Cinchona. 

Belladonna, in the smallest possible dose, is one of the first and 
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most important agents against a Cinchona malady which arises in 
consequence of a suppressed intermittent, especially when there is a 
general hyper-excitation of the nervous system, with prostration of the 
mind and body, so that the least noise produces a disagreeable im- 
pression upon the mind of the patient, and every thing which acts 
upon the organs of sense affects unfavourably his interior sensibility, 
as also his mind. The patient experiences a trembling weakness in 
all his limbs; the pupils of his eyes are dilated, and they are dull and 
surrounded by a blue circle; his face is swollen and earth-coloured, 
with thetunica albuginea inclining to yellow; he has a lacerating 
headache, especially in the temples, recurring periodically, and re- 
produced or aggravated by the least noise; extreme feebleness; a 
great propensity to sleep, without the ability, or, at least, a very rest- 
less sleep, interrupted either by annoying and frightful dreams, or 
by sudden flashes of heat. This great mobility of the nervous sys- 
tem expresses itself also in the thoracic organs by an anxious and op- 
pressed respiration. In the mean time, a diminution of irritability, 
particularly in the muscular fibres of the intestinal] canal, which is 
manifested by constipation, does not offer a contra-indication to the em- 
ployment of Belladonna. Among the symptoms produced by Cin- 
chona which characterize this substance, is to be noticed a swelling of 
the lower part of the abdomen, also of the transverse colon, attended 
by troublesome pains. 

Ferrum, of the third dilution, is another equally important antidote 
It is to be administered where congesticns to the head are attended 
with distention of the veins and heaviness of the head; whore the 
patient has an earth-like and icteric colour of the face, which appears 
to be entirely swollen, especially around the eyes; where the least 
quantity of aliment produces a sensation of weight in the stomach; 
where the abdomen is very much distended under the ribs, especially 
in the right hypochondrium ; where there is an oppression of the res- 
piration, a kind of asthma; where there is vomiting of the food; de- 
ficiency of vital heat and a sensation of feebleness assimilating paralysis, 
and affecting the whole or particular parts of the body. 

In the commencement of a similar case, we can most generally 
give one, two, or three small doses of Ipecacuanha 6, at intervals of 
four or six hours, or a dose of Arnica 6, previous to the administra- 
tion of the appropriate antidotes, if the presence of peculiar character- 
istic symptoms does not demand some other medicament. 
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Veratrum, of the twelth dilution, according to Hahnemann, suffices 
admirably when the immoderate use of Cinchona has produced cold- 
ness of the body with cold perspiration, and when the remaining 
symptoms do not otherwise contra-indicate its employment. 

Beside the agents I have mentioned, Pulsatilla and Arsenicum 
have frequently exhibited their utility in the relapses of intermittent 
fevers, which have been improperly suppressed by the Sulphate of 
Quinine. The first is suitable when aliments have a bitter taste, 
in every other respect the taste being neither altered nor perverted. 
I have found Arsenic appropriate in those cases, where, in con- 
nexion with the paroxysms of fever, wach otherwise were not 
very strong, or, at least, only offered an inconsiderable chill, with 
prolonged burning heat, and slight perspiration, there were other 
painful symptoms which accompanied them, or were aggravated 
either previously to their invasion or at the period of their develope- 
ment. Mercurius solubilis and Suiphur deseeve an equal reputation 
in the treatment of these symptoms. 

The same rules are applicable to other diseases created by the 
prolonged misuse of medicines, to obtain a cure of which the Homeo- 
pathic physician will find it frequently very difficult, and sometimes 
impossible. I include here the abuse of natural and artificial mineral 
waters, also baths of the same; the different mercurial preparations, 
whether external or internal; Opium, Valerian, purple Digitalis, and 
many other medicaments. As these medicinal diseases constitute 
chronic affections which cannot be generally cured except through 
the aid of anti-psorics, I would particularly recommend to Homeopa- 
thic physicians to offer their progyosis with reserve in regard to 
chrouic maladies thus complicated with medicinal symptoms, and 
always to commence their treatment by administering antidotes to the 
agents last employed by the patient in strong doses, afterwards hav- 
ing recourse to other remedies which the subsequent existing symp- 


tems may indicate. 
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Since the introduction of the Jesuit’s bark into medical practice, for 
the treatment of intermittent fevers, perhaps there is no single disease 
which the Allopathic physician has considered more under remedial 























control, although the annals of medicine have constantly developed 
the unsuccessful issue of his anticipations. How frequently, in des- 
pite of the most scientific treatment, have we witnessed the protracted 
and tedious continuation of this fever, its violent and perplexing re- 
lapses when apparently extinguished for ever, and its dangerous and 
incurable complications with the most important organs, essentially 
confirming the comment of Dr. Gregory “that agues often baffle 
the best directed exertions of our art! - The diverse theories of very 
eminent men, and still more diverse modes of treatment, the irregular 
rules of administering medicines by interchanging the ordinary, or 
experimenting with new remedies, and the prevalence of popular 
specifics and nostrums created as a dernier resort to meet the unlucky 
failures of regular practitioners, besides casting a stigma upon the 
noble science of medicine, exhibit the importance and uncertain re- 
sults of Intermittents. Climate, season, and habit of body, especially 
the first, it must be admitted, produce material modifications of this 
disease. In England, Holland, and the Northern United States, it is 
more mild and less dangerous than at the South, in hot latitudes, where, as 
at Sierra Leone, it frequently presents a highly malignant and fatal char- 
acter. In warmer climates, Dr. Potter states, that the latest nosologists 
have named more than two hundred modifications; and almost every 
physician, extensively concerned in their treatment, must have observed 
fifty others that never have been noticed even by Senac and Alibert. 
These difficulties come equally under the cognizance of Homeo- 
pathia, which, removing simple intermittents with an efficiency simi- 
lar to that noticed in the treatment of other complaints, generally 
combats the complicated forms of this disease more promptly and cer- 
tainly than any other mode of practice, and never occasions one of 
the worst and most obstinute of diseases—an intermittent complicated 
with the effects of medicine. A description of all the varied forms of 
intermittents and their appropriate remedies, for the guidance of the 
young practitioner, is almost a moral impossibility, to which Dr. 
Hartman has adverted, and which every experienced Homeopath can 
appreciate, who has observed his efforts only crowned with success, 
when he carefully watched the extreme variations of each paroxysm, 
and applied, at the moment, the very different indicated remedies 
of each period. Yet, from our own experience, we can recom- 
mend Dr. Hartman’s essay, in connexion with the excellent mono- 
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graphs of Boenninghausen* and Hartlaub, as affording the best 
instructions for encountering this malady. 

1. Cinchona, the first remedy referred to by Dr. Hartman, 
obtains but a limited administration in Homeopathic treatment, in 
proportion to its popularity in Allopathic practice. We have given 
it with success, when indicated, in drop doses of the undiluted tine- 
ture and also of the highest dilutions at intervals of four and six 
hours during the apyrexia. Which of the dilutions of this remedy is 
most appropriate does not seem to have been decided upon by Homeo- 
paths. Weare inclined to favour the 4th or 6th, not having witnessed 
the exacerbations from its stronger forms that attend the impression of 
many other remedies. ‘T'wo of the correspondents of the Homeopa- 
thische Zeitung, 1833, effected cures with the fourth dilution. Inthe 
“Annalen” of Hartlauband Trinks, we are presented with records of 
cures obtained by Dr. Gaspary, with onedrop doses of undilutedtincture, 
by Dr. Haubold with the fourth, by Dr. Schréter with the tenth, 
and by Dr. Alschk with the twelfth dilutions of Cinchona. While 
Hahnemann, Hartman, Hering, and others depend upon this remedy 
when potentized to the highest extent. 

The important instruction of Dr. Hartlaub in reference to the 
treatment of intermittents affecting psoric individuals merits the care- 
ful attention of every faithful Homeopathic physician. For if psora 
clearly exists; it contra-indicates the use of Cinchona for its other- 
wise perfect image, and the patient will not receive the least benefit 
from its administration. His reliance here should rest on the antipso. 
rics, the successful selection of which will be commensurate with his 
adherence to the infallible principle of similia similibus. 

Symptoms arising from the abuse of Cincthona or the Sulphate of 
Quinine. We have found the effects résulting from Cinchona and 
Sulphate of Quinine, given in immoderate doses, so similar, that the 
antidote of one has proved in our practice equally efficient against 
the other, and shall therefore make an indiscriminate use of their 


* Versuch einer Homeopathischen Therapie der Wechselfieber v. s. w. von E. 
V. Boenninghausen, M. D:, Koen. Preuss. Regierungsrathe, &c. Munster, 1833, 


and Beitrage zur Behandlung der Wechselfieber ; von C. G. C. Hartlaub, M. D. 
Annalen der Homeopathischen Klinik ; Dritter Band, Viertes Stick. Leipzig, 1832, 

Both of these elaborate productions should be in the hands of every practitioner, 
who will find that their minuteness of details will remedy the occasional too great 
generalization of Dr. Hartman. 
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respective designations. If a correct computation of the accidental 
causes of human complaints could be made, we are satisfied that at 
least two-thirds or three-fourths of chronic diseases are directly trace- 
able to the impressions of Mercury, Sulphur, and Cinchona. Irre- 
spective of the Mercury and Sulphur, the distracting headaches and 
teeth-ache, the bloodless faces and sallow complexions, dropsical ab- 
domens, swollen, red and burning feet, the so-called nervous com- 
plaints, impaired digestion, liver affections, &c. &c. that we have 
known to proceed from the impressions of Cinchona have con: 
vinced us, that, as a medical agent, it has proved more detrimental 
than servicable to the human family. To counteract its injuries, is, in 
ordinary, a most fatiguing and difficult task for the physician. We 
have administered Arsenic, Belladonna, Ferrum, Pulsatilla, and Sul- 
phur, with success against most of the symptoms detailed in Hart- 
man’s essay.—In addition to the usual conseeutive complications of 
Cinchona described by Hartman, we have had three cases attended 
with alarming symptoms of disease of the chest. In one of these we 
found Lycoropium to be a most efficient antidote under the following 


circumstances. 
Mr. S., a Long Island farmier, about 55 years of ‘age, was attacked 


in the fall of 1833, with a common intermittent fever. His physician 
administered both Cinchona and Sulphate of Quinine in large quanti- 
ties, from the obstinacy of the complaint, which finally seemed to 
succumb to their influence. But, let it be noticed, that a cough and 
painful symptoms in the chest appeared as the fever commenced 
yielding, and increased in the ratio of its declining. Also other indi- 
cations of a broken constitution were present which attended the 
cough until the autumn of 1834, when this one year smothered inter- 
mittent again broke forth and was followed with an immediate 
melioration of these substituted medicinal symptoms! At this time 
he visited New-York, and applied to us for medical advice. His 
group of febrile symptoms corresponding to the indications of Arsenic, 
that remedy, in the 30th dilution, was administered twice during the 
apytexia. The ensuing paroxysms gradually diminished in violence 
until the operation of the Arsenic was interrupted by the patient’s in- 
discreet use of objectionable food, which created cramp in the stomach, 
oppression in the pit of the stomach, and other sufferings that demand- 


ed immediate relief. Nux Vomica, in frequently-repeated doses, 
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effected this. This accident occasioned a change in the state of the 
invalid whose subsequent manifestations of disease were :—a chilliness 
alternating with flashes of heat, during the day, attended with heat and 
redness of the cheeks; at evening, painful, shivering, intense coldness, 
during which the patient would fall into a perturbed sleep, on awak- 
ing from which, he would be covered with a profuse sour-smelling 
perspiration, succeeded by thirst; during the apyrexia, counte- 
nance pale and haggard, great prostration of strength, and childish 
irritability :—-frequent cough, with dark yellow expectoration, of a 
saltish taste; hurried respiration, oppressive weight in the chest, and 
occasional stitches of pain in the left side with palpitation of the heart 
augmented in the period of the apyrexia. 

Lycopodium, 30, which accorded homeopathically with the fever, 
cough, &c., was administered on the morning of the next paroxysm. 
The ensuing symptoms were infinitely more mild, and the strength 
and fee.ngs of the interval were improved. The second paroxysm 
was still milder, and the cough and sufferings in the chest were much 
alleviated. From this time the fever was obliterated, the cough and 
attendants gradually amended, the strength rapidly increased, and in 
the course of two weeks Mr. S. returned home to resume his occu- 
pations. 

The Sulphate of quinine frequently complicates intermittents with 
dropsical effusions in the abdomen, and cdematous affections of the 
lower extremities. These also occur in serious and protracted forms, 
after the suppression of the fever. If the swelling of the extremities is 
red and hot, Pulsatilla ia the best antidote to this quinine impression ; 
and if hard, glistening, and hot, Arsenic will prove equally remedial. 

For abdomnial dropsy, (Ascites) produced by Quinine, we have had 
the most gratifying results from the use of a tincture of the fresh root 
of APOCYNUM CANNABINUM.* 


* Apocynum C., ordinarily known as Indian hemp, hes for a number of years ac- 
quired a great celebrity in New-York. and other towns of the United States, for its 
specific properties in curing ¢ropsy. From the effects we have known to accrue from 
its admin.iration, although in doses exceedingly variable as to quantity, we would 
earnestly recommend Homeopathic physicians to make Homeopathic trials of this 
pliant, and we will take pleasure in giving publicity to their results, through the me- 
dium of our Journal. Beside twocases of Ascites, from quinine, we have cured, with 
drop doses of a tincture of the fresh root of Apocynum, a dangerous «2nusarea, suc- 
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Case 1. Jacob Meyer, a German, sometime resident in New-York, 
suffered from an Intermittent fever which was finally suppressed by 
inordinate doses of Sulphate of quinine. The sequel of this treatment 
was abdominal dropsy, which, with the concomitants, loss of appetite, 
emaciation, prostration of strength, and oppressed respiration, confined 
him to his bed for many weeks, rendering him a perfectly helpless 
being. Applied to for advice, we ascertained that all the usual resour- 
ces of Allopathia had been tried in vain, and that paracentesist was 
considered the only alternative by a consulting surgeon. 

Apocynum was given in repeated doses, and, without the aid of any 
other remedy, removed the very large collection of water, in a few days, 
and effected a perfect restoration to health, 

Case 2. Mr. Ethridge, an American, attacked with Intermittent fever, 
was vigorously treated with Sulphate of quinine. We found him 
labouring under the consecutive abdominal dropsy of quinine, attended 
with loss of appetite, emaciation, prostration of strength, cough, expec- 
toration of slimne and blood, difficult respiration, enlargement of the liver, 
and bloody diarrhea. He was utterly unable to move himself, and the 
enormous distension of the abdomen, acting mechanically upon the 
lungs, produced an agonizing sense of suffocation. Paracentesis was 
performed, which afforded only temporary relief. The abdomen soon 
refilling and recovering its extraordinary volume, we had recourse to 
atincture of the dried root of Apocynwm, without obtaining the lest 
impression. 

Apocynum, prepared from the fresh root, was then administered, and 
rapidly effected a perfect removal of the dropsy. The accompanying 
symptoms gradually amended, and the patient was finally left in the 
enjoyment of comparative health. ae 

2. Nux Vomica. We have had occasion to make frequent use of 
this remedy for the symptoms detailed by Hartman, and with success- 
ful results. Whatever the type of the fever, we administer a single 
dose of Nux, of the thirtieth dilution, every evening until the symptoms 
which indicate this remedy decline or disappear. A case of Intermit- 
tent fever, complicated with Icterus, (jaundice,) which was cured by 
ceeding Scarlet fever; and, in a male ratient labouring under consumption, an exten- 
sive edema, especially manifest in the abdomen, and attended with griping pain 
through the same, __ 

t The operation of drawing off water by tapping. 












INTERMITTENTS.—AM. EDITORS’ APPENDIX. 157 


Nux vomica, is recorded in the Homeopathische Zeitung. Dr. 
Knorre, in the same periodical® offers a very interesting statement of an 
Intermittent complicated with enlargement of the spleen. uz, being 
highly indicated for the symptoms of both paroxysm and apyrexia, was 
administered in the thirtieth dilution, in repeated doses, with complete 
success. 

Hahneman, Hering, Haubold, and most Homeopathic physi- 
cians givea preference to the thirtieth dilution of Nux, while Neschke 
anda few others have used it in the fifteenth and still lower prepara- 
tions. 

3. Ipecacuanna. We have latterly adopted the practice of giving 
Ipecac. 30, and sometimes 3, during the apyrexia of Intermittents, every 
four hours, irrespective of the remedy corresponding to the parox- 
ysm, whether it be Cinchona, Nux, &c. This treatment has acquired 
considerable reputation on the continent, especially in Quinine in- 
termittents. The dilutions used were 1, 3, 12, and 30. 

A correspondent of the Homeopathische Zeitung has had great 
success with this remedy in connexion with Nuz vomica. The Ipe- 
cac, was administered four times through the day, at equal intervals, 
during the apyrexia, and if the paroxysm occurred in the afternoon it 
was given once in the forenoon of the same day, Repeated doses of 
Nuz succeeded the Ipecac. until the fever yielded. The correspondent, 
relying on his own experience, thinks this mode of treatment applica- 
ble to a very large variety of Intermittents. 

4. Bryonia. This remedy has proved a valuable agent for the cure 
of Tertian intermittent fevers. Characteristic symptoms :—Attack 
commences early in the morning, with dizziness, and pressing pain in the 
entire head, as if it would fly apart; with a dry, oppressive cough, stitch- 
es of pain through the chest, and impeded respiration—the cough and 
pain in the chest constantly increasing until the commencement of the 
perspiration; nausea and vomiting; then succeeds the chill, with 
yawning and stretching, great thirstand dry tongue; the chills endure 
two hours, after which the heat, at first alternating with chills, con- 
tinues until evening, with intense burning and insatiable thirst : finally, 
profuse perspiration during the entire night. 

Dr. Gaspary,t in treating an intermittent comprising the symptoms 


* Homeopathische Zeitung—page 279, No. 18. Vol. 5, 1834. 
t Annalen der Hom. Klinik, page 43. No. 5, Vol. 3, 1832. 
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of the preceding group, found the nausea and vomiting removed by 
Ipecac., given in the period of the apyrexia. He then administered 
Bryonia between the heat and perspiration, and again, early in the 
morning, during the days of the apyrexia. The ensuing paroxysm 
received the sarne treatment, and in a very short time the fever was 
entirely extinguished. 

5. Aconire. The palliative impressions which this medicament 
produces during the febrile period of Intermitting fevers, demand for it a 
very respectful consideration. We generally administer the thirtieth 
dilution of Aconite at the termination of the chill or at the commence- 
ment of the heat, and invariably find that the synochal symptoms are 
rendered extremely mild, and in some cases appear to decline altogether. 

6. ArsENicum. We have found this medicine and Nux vomica 
more frequently indicated for the Intermittents of this city than most 
others of the previously mentioned remedies. The higher dilutions 
are principally used. In addition to the legitimate distinctive symptoms 
of an Intermittent corresponding to Arsenic, which have been described 
by Hartman, we offer Hartlaub’s systematic arrangement of the acci- 
dental symptoms of Arsenic, which will afford a great facility for deter- 
mining the choice of this remedy. 

Previous to the chill. Dizziness; weakness; dull head-ache; 
strong stitch of pain in the left side; irregular pains in the abdomen 
and back ; wretched sensation in the back; gaping and stretching. 

During the chill. Anxiety; head-ache ; fugitive stitches of pain in 
the head and bones; lacerating pain in the head and arms; nausea or 
bilious vomiting; coldness in the abdomen ; oppression of the chest ; 
serious affections of the chest; pressing pain in the loins and pit of the 
stomach, with oppressed respiration ; back-ache; pains in the muscles ; 
complete prostration of strength; gaping andstretching. 

Between the chill and heat. Weariness and sleep. 

During the heat.* Delirium ; unconsciousness ; confused feeling 
and heaviness in the head; head-ache; anxiety; dizziness on rising ; 
sallow or swollen face ; bitter taste inthe mouth; white coated and dry 
tongue ; nausea; aching pain in the region of the liver; left hypochon- 
drium hard, and painful to the touch; tightness and fullness of the 
upper part of the abdomen; pressing aad burning extending from 


* Many of the following symptoms also occur during the chill. 
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the pit of the stomach to the left side; hard, swollen abdomen ; oppres- 
sion of the chest; severe stitches of pain in the left side; redness of 
the skin. 

After the paroxysm. Aching pain in the forehead; sleep attended 
with frightful dreams. 

During the apyrevia. Anxiety; sensitiveness ; irritability; dizzi- 
ness; pressing and throbbing pain in the forehead; sallow face; dry, 
slimy tongue; white coated tongue ; loss of appetite ; excessive thirst; 
eructations after eating ; nausea ; pressing andcramp ia the stomach; 
hopochondria distended ; bloatc:| abdomen; sensation of tightness, and 
cutting pains in the abdomen; undigested evacuations; oppression of 
the chest, in the open air; drawing, stitching and expanding pains in 
the chest and in the top of the head; back-ache; lacerating pains in 
the arms and head; faintness, with great prostration of strength ; 
restless sleep; cold, pasty perspiration. 

In regard to the remaining remedies recorded by Hartman, we have 
used them less frequently, but always with an advantage proportionate 
to the clearness of their indication. 


PRACTICAL REMARKS UPON SEPIA. 


BY DR. GRIESSELION. 


[Archives de la Médécine Homaopathique, page 102, No. 8.] 


Sepia is so powerful aremedy in certain painful diseases, and has 
tendered me such great service, that without it I should be almost 
disposed to renounce the exercise of Homeopathia. 

It is, above all, very useful in the painful diseases of females, par- 
ticularly head-ache, and the derangements which accompany cata- 
menial pains. It appears to me to bea valuable remedy designed 
for females, and in certain respects to represent Pulsatilla among 
those medical substances taken from the animal kingdom. Without 
doubt its sphere of action will be vastly extended when more experi- 
ments have been tried. Already we are able to number it with Sulphur 
among those called antipsoric remedies, which we know produce the 
least evil impressions. But in order to become better acquainted with 
it, it will be necessary to renounce the method which Homeopaths 
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have heretofore followed in their experiments upon medicines, and to 
adopt another, which, if we reflect upon it, is called for by science. 

Hitherto I have employed Sepia only in the thirtieth dilution, and 
have always been satisfied with it, neither have I seen frequent doses 
of it followed by any inconvenience. 

I proceed to report some cases of painful affections of the head, 
where this medicine has rendered me so much service. 

Ist Case. A female, nineteen years of age, with pale yellowish com- 
plexion and sunken features, and health very much deranged, had 
been afflicted in her 14th year with an eruption, which was dissipated 
by external applications. 

At fifteen years old, she experienced violent pains in her left ear, where 
she felt shooting, beating, drawing pains, and at the same time, her 
nose and cheeks were frequently swelled. For a year past these 
pains have been very violent; they proceed ftom the left ear inside 
and out, and extend to the neck, the lower jaw and nape, so that 
the patient cannot move and is obliged to remain tranquil and stiff; 
every movement, every noise shocked her, the action even of speaking 
increased the pains, which were also augmented on touching the left 
side of the head. The pain is above all very violent in the morning 
between 7 and 8 o'clock: later it diminishes; after dinner it returns 
more lively, it then subsides again in the evening, and becomes more 
violent at night in bed, wakes up the patient, whose sleep is, in general, 
very agitated, and affords no restoration. The predominant charac- 
ter of the pain is now sharp shooting. Formerly the patient was of 
a gay character, but at the present time she is dejected, little disposed 
to talk, and slovenly. In the morning mucous taste in the mouth; 
inclination to expectorate a great deal, great deal of thirst—and in- 
clined to constipation. Damp weather is unfavourable to the patient, 
but the open air does not aggravate the disease. The menses are 
regular under all circumstances. 

I gave on the 18th Dec. Bellad. X. iii. and at the end of five days 
Bellad. X. i. The pains were during some days extremely violent, 
so that I endeavoured to calm them by some small doses of crude 
coffee, which I repeated frequently morning and evening. The 26th 
Dec. the pain was sometimes intermittent. I prescribed Wuz X. in 
feeble doses (two doses at the interval of a day) which was immedi- 
ately followed by a most violent attack. I gave Puls. X. which pro 
duced a little relief. 
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A depressing moral affection experienced 4th January, induced me 
to employ Zgnat. iv. of which the patient took three small doses in the 
space of three days. 

The calmness which followed was such that on the 9th January, 
the patient found herself in a supportable situation as to pain, and she 
congratulated herself. The disease had lost.a great deal of its se- 
verity: but the general state of the patient urged me to attack the 
evident psoric affection, and for this, no means suited better than 
Sepia. The 9h January I gave Sep. X: until the 14th, there 
were but occasional returns of pain. The 19th and 23d, I gave 
Sep. X. On the 27th, I remarked that her complexion was better; 
her nights were more tranquil and the pains had entirely disappeared. 
Until the 4th February all went well; but the patient having taken 
cold was seized with a slight fit of pain. 18th, Sep. X. repeated 25th 
February and 3d March, 12th of April; the patient complained no 
more; she had the appearance of health; her mental state was tranquil, 
It is now four 10onths since the treatment, and the cure has not disap- 
pointed our expectation, 

The first medicines were repeated too nearly, however it cannot be 
said that the Belladonna increased the disease. 

2d Case. A lady 25 years old, of fair complexion and thin habit, 
who does not remember being ill in her youth, was taken about five 
years since with head-ache, which has increased the last two years. 
This. pain is characterised now by a pressing pain in the region 
under the left eye. The patient is obliged to support her hand upon 
the left eye. She experiences a sensation of dryness and stiffhess in 
the eye ; she feels besides in the whole head an indescribable pain ; 
in the occiput it is a beating (pulsating) sensation, the pain is inter- 
mingled with shooting pain; every week she has an attack. Toe 
wards the epoch of her menses, the pain is increased, as also by 
any mental agitation. 

Ordinarily she wakes with the pain; she then has no appetite and 
is obliged to keep to her bed, when the pain becomes more severe. 
An attack of this kind generally lasts five or six days, there is also 
accompanying it, an inclination to vomit; and from time to time 
vertigo, with fear of falling, which suddenly disappears leaving a sen: 
sation of weakness. 

She has these attacks about four times a year with heat in the head; 
they terminate by diarrhea, and ——— after taking cold. 
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For the last four years the patient has suffered from an affection of 
the chest: she experiences a pressing pain in the middle of the chest, 
which is increased by the touch; in the sides, particularly the left, 
a sharp pain is felt, which is increased in making deep inspirations, 
and also in walking with the head high. From time to time sharp 
pains in the whole chest; loses breath easily and suffers from a dry 
cough proceeding from the chest, without any tickling sensation. In 
the morning only she chokes in order to raise considerable mucous 
secretions. For four years she has raised blood. After her meals 
she has eructations; wind troubles her much. Her menses are regu- 
lar, in the intervals of these, she had fluor albus, which was acrid. 
There was also a propensity to sweat, but this was greater formerly 
than at present. The indications of Sepia were palpable. I there- 
fore gave, 9th January, Sepia X.—do. 20th, 4th, 18th, 25th February. 
3d, 17th March, and 14th April, and then again at greater intervals 
two doses: in all therefore ten doses. From the 4th April the head- 
ache decreased. In the first part of March she had a stronger fit, but 
still less violent than formerly and during eight days she hud none. 
In the first part of April immediately after taking cold she had an 
attack, after which there were no more. The Sepia had little or no 
influence upon the other affections. 

Lately it is said that the head-ache has returned in a less degree, 
and phthisis pulmonalis has developed itself. The cure therefore 
has not been durable, though the action of the Sepia has been mani- 
fest beyond all doubt. 

3d Case. A delicate female, a brunette, having the appearance of 
health, and who had been afflicted with scald head in her childhood, 
was subject for several years to attacks of megrim every week. These 
attacks commenced generally in the morning, and lasted 24 or 36 
hours. The pain was felt in a small space, above the right or left 
eye, extending itself to the occiput, where the skin was so tender, as 
hardly to permit the hair being combed. The patient is obliged to go 
to bed, to avoid the light and noise, otherwise the sufferings were 
much increased; she had also an inclination to vomit, and a bad 
taste inthe mouth. For the last ten or twelve years, she has had 
pimples upon her face which caused a smarting; the skin detaches 
itself, it is a dry humour, extending but a little distance, they are found 
upon the neck, lower jaw, and towards the temples. 
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The menses make their appearance too early by some days 
and are often preceded by violent pains in the stomach, and flow 
abundantly ; the sleep is agitated and light, with difficulty of sleeping 
after midnight. 

In the morning on getting up, often great lassitude; great tendency 
of the blood to the head; often heat in the feet; starting in the sleep 
during the first nap; fluor albus, which increases, and excoriates. 

Twelve doses of Sepia X. were given between the 24th February 
and 17th June. Up to the 5th of May; there was a sensible meliora- 
tion of the head-ache, and since the 23d June has not re-appeared. 
The Sepia has had no effect upon the fluor albus which sometimes 
was even more abundant, I therefore gave after the last dose of 
Sepia, a dose of Alumina. 

4th Case. A female, 26 years old, having the appearance of health, 
had been subject for five or six years past to megrim, which in the 
first instance appeared every two, four, or six months, but which 
latterly has shown itself every eight or fifteen days, and with more 
strength than formerly. Most frequently the attack commenced in 
the morning on getting out of bed with a sort of piercing, beating pain 
above one eye, rarely both, and which extended to the temple. The 
attack lasted at first one or two days, latterly eight days. 

On going to bed the pain was increased. The most relief was ob- 
tained by holding the head half inclined on one side and half sitting 
up. Heat has no influence upon her, but she cannot sleep at night; 
violent desire to vomit, or vomiting a frothy mucus; when she ate 
during the fit, she vomited and fell into syncope ; continued consti- 
pation ; from time to time burning pains in the arms. 

The menses have disappeared for a year past: fluor albus abun- 
dant; but not acrid, but causing feebleness in the legs; alternate good 
and bad sleep during the night; often dry heat, with flow of blood 
toward the head; palpitations of the heart, but rarely during the 
day, followed by feebleness; usually of a lively disposition, she be- 
comes melancholy and depressed during the attack; in the morning 
on waking up, the head was benumbed with internal pain without 
any determinate character. 

I gave Sepia X. At the end of some days three hemorrhages, 
one after the other, which had not taken place before for six or eight 
years. Onthe 14th and 2ist of March, Sepia X. A derangement 














of the stomach obliged me to give, on the 26th or 27th of March, Nuz. 
X. and VILL From the 3d of March to the Sth of April no Megrim. 
The last days the patient experienced often a slight shooting pain in 
the fore arms towards the articulation of the hand. I had given on 
the 3ist of March Tinct. Sulph. X. which was evidently tco precipi- 
tate. F wished to vanquish the constipation, but with whatever 
promptitude Sepia had cured the head-ache, I was unable to master 
the constipation. However, I ought to observe that a violent cold, with 
which the patient was seized, obliged her to take other medicines, that 
interfered with those I had before given. 

Sth Case. A littie child, 10 years of age, of lively disposition, had 
experienced every two or three weeks, (after leaping,) dv «7 the 
night, a head-ache, of an indeterminate character, above the ; in 
the morning was joined to it abundant mucus vomiting; there were 
no other symptoms. The choice of a medicine was difficult. I gave 
the 4th of March, Bellad X: 14th, Nux X: 19th, Sepia X: 23d April, 
Sepia X: May &th, Sepia X. Up to the 26th of March, the head- 
ache had re-appeared twice without any vomiting. On the 2éd of 
April, after an attack of indigestion there occurred a full attack, but 
since then she has been free from it. Evidently, I had given the 
medicines with too much rapidity. 

6th Case. A female, 33 years of age, has suffered since her 
childhood with head-ache, which has increased during the last six 
months. She has had every five or six weeks, an attack which com- 
menced upon her getting out of bed. The pain increased during the 
day, until half an hour after the patient went to bed, when a stupor 
succeeded, by which the attack was terminated. The pain occupied 
the forehead, the eyes, andthe root of the nose. It consists of a heavy, 
pressing pain, rarely extending to the occiput, sometimes accompanied 
by gaping. The two succeeding days extreme feebleness, For the 
last six months there has been joined to it, vomiting, or, more properly, 
retching, which takes place between seven and eight o’clock in the 
evening. At other times there was a confusion of the head, with 
pressure over the eyes. Frequently heat in the head, even while 
sitting quiet at work. Appetite feeble; she drinks little and only 
from habit. From childhood she has been subject to constipation. 
Her sleep is profound, often with troublesome dreams. The attacks 
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of head-ache, are generally preceded by an unusually deep sleep, and 
very unpleasant dreams. 

The menses are regular during six or eight days, but small in 
quantity. For the last six or eight years her spirits have been less 
disposed to gaiety and freedom. Fluor albus, which lasts often a 
week, and fatigues the patient very much. For the last year a 
cough, which returns from time to time and lasts some days, or 
sometimes weeks, and at one time four months. There is at such 
times a tickling, and sensation of constriction in the throat. This 
cough is dry. Very rarely the patient raises small, hard concretions. 
She does not experience any pain in the chest. She often has pimples 
upon the face, particularly the nose, produced generally by the cold. 

I gave, in the commencement of June, four doses Sepia X. at in- 
tervals of eight days. Afterwards two doses at an interval of 15 days. 
Since then, there has been no return of head-ache, only from time to 
time, a little confusion of the head. The general health isa great 
deal better, and the temper has favourably changed. 

7th Case. A corpulent female, 46 years of age, and apparently 
well, was attacked at the commencement of the menses with a head- 
ache, which however, returned only about every three months, In 
course of time, this head-ache occurred every month, at the time of 
the menses. T'wo days previous she was attacked with a severe in- 
definable pain over the right eye, with a heat over the whole body. 
Talking incommodes her; light and noise increase the pain. She 
is obliged to go tc bed. The pain day and night is so severe as to 
prevent her from sleeping. 

As long as the menses flow, the head-ache persists: after the 
cessation of the flow, it passes to the left side. The patient then ex- 
periences heart-burr and vomiting, which relieve her. If the head- 
ache does not occur before the menses, it appears as soon as the 
flow commences. After the attack ceases, which for the past four 
months lasts about eight days, the pain passes to the sinciput, where 
it seems to the patient as though it would split her head open; it 
then passes to the occiput, and becomes so violent as to drive the patient 
to desperation. 

The menses appear two days before they are due and are very 
abundant; during their duration there is a disposition to urine and 
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diarrhea. She is at other times subject to constipation. For the last 
eighteen years she has had the gout, for which she makes use of 
vapour baths. Since that period, she experiences, particularly at 
night, a feeling of numbness in the left arm, and at the same time a 
pricking in the hands. 

The 7th, 13th, 19th, and 25th August, gave Nuz X. At length 
the menses returned at their regular period, and less abundant ; but 
the head-ache appeared with its usual promptness and very violent, also 
the vomiting. The feeling inthe arm better. I gave 2d, 10th, and 18th 
September, Sepia X. The menses appeared three days in advance. 
In place of the severe attack of head-ache beforehand, there was this 
time only a pressure upon the sinciput. On the third menstrual pe- 
riod the head-ache disappeared entirely. I gave still two more doses 
of Sepia X. at an interval of fifteen days. The patient has remained 
eured. 

8th Case: .\ female, about thirty years of age, dark complexion, 
of robust habit, and appearing very well, experienced head-ache be- 
fore the period of the menses. At first there was regularly an attack 
before each period, but af rwar s there were longer intervals, once 
even it failed during eighteen months. 

For the last six years the patient has been again much tormented 
with the head-ache, which has increased to such an extent, as to 
leave scarce a day exempt from pain. Before and during the menses, 
which are very regular, the head-ache is more painful. Riding in a 
carriage, and fatigue of the eyes, bring on the attack. It begins al- 
most always in the morning. The patient is then obliged to go to 
bed, and if she can sleep till evening the head-ache is relieved. Dur- 
ing the pain, there is sickness at the stomach and even vomiting. 
In general the pain is confined to one side of the head. Sometimes 
there isa fixed pressure in the temples. Al} the functions are regular, 
and the mind is unaffected. 

On the 18th March, I gave her Sepia X. and every fifth day two 
doses more. The 4th April, the patient being attacked with grippe, 
I was obliged to use other medicines. On the 20ih of April, the re- 
turn of the pain was less severe. She had but two attacks during the 
menses. I prescribed four doses, and on the 5th May I learned there. 
had been no return of pain. I continued the Sepia at the same inter- 
vals. On the 31st of May, there had been four days of pain during 
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the menses, but they were less feeble, and disappear in the evening, 
while heretofore the head-ache had increased towards evening. Dur- 
ing the five following weeks there was but a single attack. I still 
continued the Sepia, and up to the present moment, there has re- 
appeared only one attack. In this case the Sepia was pure, as the 
patient had not made use of any other means, neither before nor 
since. 





A POPULAR VIEW OF HOMCOPATHY, &c. 


BY THE REV. T. EVEREST, 


Rector of Wickwar, Gloucestershire, Eng. 


Tis production of Mr. Everest has produced a considerable sensation in England 
and France ; and is, we hope, destined to receive a general perusal in the United 
States. By favour of Mr. Wesselheft, the enterprising publisher of the American 
edition, we have received the first sheets from his press, and with pleasure commence 
its publication in our columns. The success of this brochure shows clearly that the 
fundamental principles of true medical science are within the comprehension of all 
well-educated laymen, and its reasoning fully establishes their claim to a respectful 


hearing on the subject. 


INTRODUCTION. 


I am exceedingly desirous of calling attention to a question of the 
greatest importance to the best interests of mankind, which has been 
neglected for many years, and will probably remain doubtful for many 
more unless the public insist on its being set at rest without delay. We 
all entertain the greatest possible respect for the medical practitioners 
of our own country, and not without good reason: nor ought they to be 
mentioned without an expression of that respect. Excellent, however, 
as they unquestionably are, it is nevertheless rather too much to expect 
of them that they should voluntarily step forth to assure you that they 
have hitherto misunderstood their art, and treated their patients errone- 
ously. We ourselves are startled at the very mention of such a thing. 
It seems to us impossible that those whose presence has so often been 
our consolation: to whose meritorious labours we have so «often paic the 
humble bu. honest tribute of our admiration : whose career has been as 
honourable as their afm is noble; it seems impossible, I repeat, that 
these excellent men should have been all the while as mistaken as 
ourselves. The system of investigation which has been pursued from 
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the time of Hippocrates ; the “ Baconian principles especially, on which 
medical science has of late years become firmly based in England,” 
(as they themselves express it) cannot surely be erroneous. The many 
great men who have dedicated their lives and talents to the study of 
the art of healing—who have ever shown themselves such diligent ob- 
servers, such honest inquirers, such fearless experimenters—who have 
so long and so zealously exerted their best ene. gies of mind and body 
in the cause of suffering humanity—who have faced the most conta- 
gious plagues with the same indifference with which they would pre- 
scribe for the gouty finger of anoble: men illustrious for science, emi- 
nent for sagacity, renowned for diligent research; the accumulated 
knowledge of many centuries, the records of the past, and the labours 
of the present—el/ cannot be wrong! 

Nevertheless an opinion has been started—a bold one surely—but 
it is gaining ground—that such is the case. The propagators «ad advo- 
cates of that opinion affirm that there isa much shorter, safer, and 
better method of curing diseases than that which is at present practised ; 
and any medical man, they assure us, may readily convince himself of 
the truth of their assertion. “If,” they say, (and one scarcely knows 
how to replyto them) “if those who reject our system would but be 
good enough to read and learn some little about it before they ta!k about 
it; if they would but hear before they pronounce, and try before they 
decide, we should have no objection to let the system rest altogether on 
their experiments ; they are honourable men, and tkey can discriminate 
between what is real and what is merely specious; let them come for- 
ward, and by their experiments we are willing to abide.” 

A. fairer challenge could not possibly be given; it only remains to 
inquire whether the rank of the challengers will justify attention to it. 
For it is certainly by no means incumbent on men eminent for their 
scientific attainments as are our medical men, and fully occupied as 
they are in the labours of their profession, to give up their valuable time 
to investigate every idle appeal of this nature. They are too usefully 
employed already. It would be too much to expect such men to stoop 
from that pride of place to which their talents have raised them, to study 
and refute every whimsical theory and bold assertion to which crazed 
intellects or crafty speculation may give birth. They have other and 
nobler occupations than to expose the impudent forgeries of every 
shameless charlatan. 
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Circumstances, nevertheless, might possibly arise, which would ren- 
der it incumbent on them for their own sakes, for our sakes, for the 
sake of truth, to institute those experiments which are demanded. We 
may conceive a case in which neglect would be culpable, and protract- 
ed silence positively criminal. The number and character of its ad- 
herents are a faircriterion, not certainly of the truth, but of the impor- 
tance of any new heresy; and while the frantic leader of half-a-dozen 
shouting boys may be contemptuously consigned to the constable and 
the stocks, it would seem wanton trifling to take no measures against 
the leader of armies, however unjustifiable his object, however bad his 
cause. There was, then, a time when no blame could be with justiee 
imputed tothe members of the medical profession in England, for not 
seeking out this new heresy of which we have been speaking, in order 
to refute the arguments and expose the fallacies by which it was sup- 
ported. They left it to the contempt of the world: they left it to spar- 
kle and expire with ten thousand other specious schemes of which no 
trace remains. Be itso. ‘The progeny of error are a numerous, but 
by no means a long-lived generation. 

But it is now nearly six lustres* that have so left it unnoticed. And 
if, in the course of those years, that despised heresy has struck root in 
the land of its birth as deep as if it had flourished ten centuries; if, in 
spite of all opposition, and al] argument, and all interests, it be spread- 
ing rapidly and steadily across the whole of the continent:} if every 
week is signalized by some new conversion, and every day adds new 
adherents ; if journals many in number are published, detailing cases 
of every species of disease triumphantly cured by its aid ; if we constant- 
ly meet in those publications, the frank avowal of some seceding medi- 
cal Practitioner whom the force of facts has compelled, against his will, 
to confess how completely erroneous is the ordinary system of medicine ; 
if professorships are founded in foreign cities to publish and preach and 
teach the new doctrines: if hospitals are confided to the care and su- 
perintendence of the disciples: if the profane public, deaf to the logic 
and blind to the success of the old system, will besiege the doors of 


* Homeopathy may be said to date from 1805, in which year Hahnemann pub- 
lished his experiments on twenty-seven medicinal substances. 


t Five years ago the very name of Homeopathy was unknown in France, Now 
the presses there teem with works on the subject, 
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these disciples; if, in short, a vast and flourishing school of medicine 

on the new system is founded and making many proselytes ; and lastly, 

if among the thousand cases of extraordinary, nay, extravagant cures 

related in their journals and scientific works, nct one has ever been 

contradicted ; if, in the fierce war of words which has been so long rag- 

ing on the subject, no imputation of bad faith has yet given us cause 
to suspect the accuracy or fidelity of those reports; then indeed we 
cannot but allow that Homeopathy has assumed an attituae which chal- 
lenges, and a rank which entitles it to attention even in this country. 
Investigation it demands: it ought to have received it long ago: it 
rust and will receive it soon: it is too late to treat it with contempt. 
When the world is ringing with the echoes of strange cures, it is no 
longer a time to fold the arms and wear a placidly-benignant smile, as if 
the whole gift of healing were confined to the Westminster Society, and 
all worth knowing on earth concentred in the Pharmacopeia Londi- 
nensis. Equally useless is it to swagger and bluster, and “speak plain 
cannon, fire and smoke and bounce,” and denounce as pestilent fellows 
the founder of it and all his adherents to the tenth generation. The curse 
of Ernulphus would not make truth withdraw a foot which she had once 
planted. Step back, she will never, no not one fraction of an inch, 
though all Apothecaries’ Hall were to arm against her. With all sub- 
mission, therefore, we conceive, that much more wisdom would lie in 
making at once the experiments which Homeopathy so loudly demands, 
than inventing indignation in great swarths of state words, or sending 
out the light horse of smal] jokes, or in arguing and debating for months 
and years together what a few trials would effectually determine. 

Be that as it may, however, if the medical men shall conceive it to 
be more consonant with their interests to forget Homeopathy, or more 
befitting their dignity to give no other reply to its advocates than ebuse, 
we take leave to assure them, in all sincerity, that we, the public, shall 
neither do the one, nor rest satisfied with the other. The truth or 
falsehood of a system like that does not in the least depend on the ta- 
lents of its defenders. They may possibly be all that they are called, 
shallow, deluded, conceited persons; and yet, what they maintain be 
not the less true. We areall very willing to submit our opinions to 
the better judgment of the medical men, if that judgment be founded 
on facts. But we are not by any means willing to adopt their forget- 
fulness, or to abandon a system which promises so largely 2s Homeo- 
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pathy, merely because it is weakly defended, or proscribed by some 
who are even more ignorant of it than we ourselves are. 

It may be proper to explain why so very humble an individual as 
the present writer has quitted a retirement which is suited to him, for 
a publicity which he does not covet, to occupy a station for which he is 
ill-qualified. 

It is, believe it, no slight sacrifice to abandon the habits of years, to 
exchange the tranquillity of private life for the rude jostling of polemics 
to step forth from the lowly valley, above which the storms of this world 
sweep harmless, and almost unheard. save in their distant reverbera- 
tions, and to assume a position exposed to all the thunders of medi- 


cal indignation. Smal] wisdom lies too in provoking a contest in 


which talents and numbers, stimulated by danger and united by inter- 
est, make common cause against one feeble assailant ; in which defeat 
would bring no sympathy—success give no advantage ; for if Hommeo- 
pathy should turn out to be false, who would recollect the motives 
which induced him to bring it forward? if true, others would reap the 
whole profits. The soldier who leads the forlorn hope is rudely op- 
posed by multitudinous adversaries whose station gives them every ad- 
vantage over him ; and even should his party eventually gain the day, 
long before that event takes place, he is overborne and tredden down 
in the struggle, or indistinguishably blended in the mass of his triumph- 
ant comrades: while Fame, disdaining such mean crests, records the 
names of some of the more brilliant leaders, or passes on to bind one 
more laurel wreath around the brows of the oft-crowned hero of a hun- 
dred fights. 

If then the writer was so well aware of the consequences,—if he 
knew how much was to be risked, how little gained, why did he leave 
an obscurity where none molested him? The reader will, perhaps, 
bear with him awhile, while he endeavours to explain that which some 
regret and others censure severely. Homeeopathy is a subject which 
long ago attracted his attention sufficiently to induce him to make him- 
self acquainted with its leading principles. There was no denying 
that much of it wore a semblance of ingenuity and plausibility ; but it 
must also be confessed that part of it was very startling. There was 


h a complete defiance of all settled opinions, and established 


in # suc 


maxims on the subject of healing; such a total disregard of all that 
hai been taught in medicine for many centuries, and recognized and 
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adopted by so many able men in even these days of practical improve- 
ment ; it denounced so recklessly all that mankind had been accustom- 
ed to regard as axioms; in short, it shocked, and that so radely, all 
preconceived notions, habits and practice, that, ingenious as it undoubt- 
edly was, he could not prevail upon his understanding tn assent to it. 
It was thrown by, in consequence, for many months; nor was it until 
circumstances which would interest no one, again forced it on his no- 
tice, that he could think of it otherwise than as one of those hardy, but 
nevertheless dazzling speculations, ir which the German mind seems 
to be peculiarly prolific. This time, however, he bad ne choice left 
him, whether to aceept or reject it. It would be tedious, and, as his 
opinion could influence noone, it would be useless to detail the reasons he 
had for altering his mind, and the train of circumstances which brought 
conviction with them. It will suffice to say, that, aware of the power of 
the imagination—aware of the extreme fallib’lity of human judgment 
aware more especially of his own incompetency to decide, no preeau- 
tien was neglected to avoid error. Having then, or, if you will, fancy- 
tng that he had good reason to suppose that much suffering might be 
alleviated by the aid of Homeopathy, which ordinary medicine cannot 
reach, he waited with considerable anxiety for the appearance of some 
work on the subject which might call public attention to a questica of 
such vital importance. Week after week, month after month slid away, 
und nothing appeared. Thecolumns of advertisements were eagerly 
perused; alas! they were filled with eulogies on quack medicines. 
The name of Homeopathy seemed almost unknown, excepting indeed to 
the authors of two or three silly Reviews,* who wrote a little about 
that of which they had read less, and talked more nonsense than ought 
to have been admitted into ten times the quantity of matter. 

This notice of Homeopathy is published by one who (as has been 
said) believes it to be capable of relieving much suffering of mind and 
body, at present pronouneed imeurable; it was published because the 
subject was neglected entirely by those who are alone capable of doing 
it justice, because he has deemed it a solemn duty to his Maker and 
his fellow-countrymen, to task his slender abilities to the purpose of 
procuring it notice, in order that the question of ite truth or falseheod 


* Vol. 50 of the Edinburgh Review, however, contains a very fair general outline 
ef the principles of Homeopathy. But even there it is treated rather as a good joke 
than ut a serious strain. 
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may the sooner be settled. To this feeling of duty he has sacrificed 
every other. Had he consulted prudence, interest, comfort; had he 
listened to any of those anticipations of annoyance and vexation which 
could not but be suggested to his miad, his name had never been found 
among the advocates of a system whose Founder would long ago have 
been crushed if power could crush him ;—whose followers have met 
with “ war to the knife’ wherever they showed themselves ; and whose 
very humblest abettors would probably have found “the heaven that is 
éver their heads to be brass, and the earth that is under them iron,” if 
human passions cou!d have availed to “ bind the sweet influences of 
the Pleiades.” England is of course rot included in these remarks ; yet, 
even here, if ever be dreamed of courtesy, he has been somewhat rude- 
ly awakened. Be that as it may, his only object is to call attention to 
the subject of Homeopathy, and to endeavour to force on those who, by 
their previous studies and habits of observation and long experience, are 
alone qualified to decide the question, an examination of a system, whieh, 
iftrue, ought to be at once and universally adopted ; if false, ought to 
be instantly (net said, but) proved to be so. Be Homeopathy right 
or wrong, it is, in either case, equally cruel not to settle the question for 
us by some decisive experiments. 

He has been told, however, and that by some whose opinions he 
is bound to respect, that this is a purely medical question, in which no 
person not belonging to the Profession has any right to interfere. 
“The last and greatest exception,” as saith old Burton, “ is, that I, be- 
ing a divine, have meddled with physicke.” 


“Tantum ne est ab re tua otii tibi 
Aliena ut cures, eaque nihil que ad te attinent.” 


Have the public, then, really no interest in the question? Is there 
no other party but the Medicine-givers concerned in the success of 
medicine-taking? We have heard it said, “ Quidquid delirant reges 
plectantur Achivi;” or, in plain English, “if the doctor mistakes, 
the patient suffers.” — Interfere? What when the question has been left 
to the Profession for thirty years, dnd remains stil] undecided, unex- 
amined, unthought of, have we no right to interfere? Are another score 
or 80 of years to be wasted, and are we to wait reverently with bated 
breath and whispering humbleness until these great men shall gracious- 
ly condescend to vouchsafe their attention spontaneously? Quousque 
‘mndem—Hiow much longer is our patience to be abused ? 
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With all deference to their better judgment, we beg to say, that we 
claim aright to protect our own interests, if our natural guardians 


neglect them. Yes, and moreover we will exercise that right, let who 


will forbid it. If blame does rest somewhere, it is surely not on those 
who have so long and so anxiously awaited the decision of men 
of science ona subject of such vital importance, and awaited it in 
silence. 

But, after all, this objection is moonshine of the purest water. If 
the present writer had stepped forth to assert or to teach—to pull down 
or to set up—to judge and to decide, the objection might have had 
some force. But it is not so. He asks, and asks respectfully, of 
those who alone have power to answer the question; whether Homeo- 
pathy be what he learns in foreign journals that it is, and he gets 
abundant abuse by way of reply. He asks for bread and gets a stone, 
not given him, but thrown at his head. Now abuse is a species of ar- 
gument which always implies a consciousness of weakness in him 
who uses it; and he is.of*course more convinced than ever of the 
truth of Homepathy, and more desirous than ever that the question 
should be settled. Once more, therefore, he appears before the public 
beseeching them to enforce and obtain inquiry. Homeopathy is 
either false or true. If false, let them not suffer it to spread; if true, 
let them not allow it to be swamped. Nothing but experiment can de- 
cide. If the members of the medical Profession ave made those ex. 
periments, we have a right to call for them; if they have not, the 
more burning shame for them all, from the leader of the Profession 
to the lowest pupil in the nospital. The best recompense they can 
offer us for such neglect, is to instituie them at once. We ask for no 
opinions—we want facts. We will not be satisfied with hearing 
Hahnemann and his supporters called silly names, for we are able to do 
that ourselves if need were. Experiment we want—we want the sys- 


tem tried. 
Alas! to criticize my style in the most florid oratory of Billings- 


gate is somewhat easier than to establish the falsehood of Homeopathy; 
possibly, also, somewhat more grateful than to establish its truth. 
The means of defence with which nature has provided animals are 
various. While some will meet an adversary boldly and fight him 
fairly, others decline the conflict altogether. But the Cuttle-fish, it is 
said, is furnished with a very ingenious contrivance of another sort: 
when pursued so closely that he has no other means of escape left, he 
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discharges against the aggressor a cloud of black mud, under cover of 
which he eludes observation, while his disgusted adversary retires from 
a pursuit in which nothing is certain but that he would soil his fingers. 
I will vouch neither for the truth of the story, nor for the correctness 
of its application. But one thing I will vouch for—that, undeterred 
by anger or abuse, I will persevere in the endeavour to call the atten- 
tion of the public to Homeopathy, until some one shall condescend 
to treat us with something better than mere invective. Personalities I 
leave with pleasure to those who do not think themselves degraded by 
using them. The object I have in view does not render it necessary 
to scold like an angry school-boy, whose plum-cake is in jeopardy ; 
still less does it exact such a painful sacrifice as to compromise my 
own dignity by insulting a gentleman or calumniating an opponent. 

It seems probable that this object would be more readily attained by 
showing that Homeopathy is not so totally absurd a thing as has been 
asserted ; and that, whether true or false, it has in fact a show of rea_ 
soning about it which thas never been fairly stated in this country. 
The system is strange—the name of it is new—the practice of it is un- 
like any thing we have been accustomed to: and the culpable silence 
of medical men respecting it, has hitherto kept in the dark all who 
are not in the habit of seeing foreign journals. When, at length, after 
. a lapse of time which ought to conjure a blush in cheeks unused to 
such a phenomenon, after an incessant struggle—after having won its 
way foot by foot, and inch by inch, against all opposition, it has taken 
its station as a science; then, at last, a few pages in a periodical are per- 
haps dedicated to it. But even then we are not told of the progress it 
has made, or of the ground it occupies—we are not told of the facts on 
which it rests, or of the arguments by which it is supported. No one 
speaks of the almost miraculous cures it has wrought—no one mentions 
the hostility it has met with, and the converts it has made; or, that for 
a quarter of a century it has withstood the most violent efforts to ex- 
tinguish it. Travestied off in the broadest caricature, it is announced 
as a sort of excellent joke—a thing perhaps of yesterday—an amusing 
instance of Germdn credulity, and—English acuteness we are to sup- 
pose by implication. And thus, when at last it is known, seen only 
through the distorting medium of some Medical Review, it is regard- 
ed as something just dropped from the moon—a monstrous incarnation 
of mysticism—a strange title for a system, hit upon last week by a 
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strange doctor, with a strange name, which has had the Juck to obtain 
half-a-dozen crazed =dvocates and cure as many Hypochondriacs ag 


did the rival system of Prince Hohenlohe. , 
(To be continued.] 
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TO THE CONSTITUTION OF N. Y. HOMCOPATHIC SOCIETY. 


Founded Sept. 23, 1834. 


“ Wuereas a great share of the reformation which is now taking 
place in the art of education, in criminal jurisprudence, in political sci- 
ence, and inthe science of medicine, isto be attributed to the increased at- 
tention with which the studious and humane have investigated the natu- 
ral history of man, and the influences which physical and moral agents 
exert upon his growth, health, morals, and happiness; and whereas 
there exists in the archives of Homeeopathia, an extensive fund of tes- 
timony (as yet unknown to English readers) which is believed to be 
very essential to the right understanding of the subjects above named,— 

“ Therefore, the subscribers, holding the advancement of the public 
welfare, by the diffusion of knowledge, to be a most sacred and noble 
duty, incumbent upon all who enjoy the rights and means of inquiry, 
have resolved to associate, and, by this instrument, do associate, under 
the style of the “ NEW-YORK HOMCEOPATHIC SOCIETY,” for 
the purpose of protecting, enriching, and disseminating such of the pro- 
positions and testimonies of Homeopathia as upon mature trial they 
shall find to be sound and available; and do adopt the following Con- 
stitution for their government.” 


OFFICERS OF THE sociETY FoR 1834—5. 


J. F. GRAY, M. D. President. A. GERALD HULL, M. D. Registrar. 
EDWARD A. STRONG, Ist V. Pres. F.L. WILSEY, Librarian. 

GEORGE BAXTER, 2d V. Pres. J. H. PATTERSON, 

F. VANDERBURGH, M. D., Cor. Sec. OLIVER S. STRONG, | Finance 
DANIEL SEYMOUR, Ree. Sec’y. L. M. H. BUTLER, Committee. 
F. A. LOHSE, Treasurer. WM. BOCK, 





HOMCOPATHIC INTELLIGENCE. 


The Home@oraruist, or Domestic Physician: by C. Hertno, M. D., Professor in 
t}.e College of Homeopathic Medicine at Allentown, Pa. This work has just reach- 
ed us, and will be reviewed inour next number. It can be obtained at Wesselheeft’s 
Bookstore, 142 Fulton-st. 
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